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As to the Inquisition, my will is that it be enforced by the
Inquisitors, as of old and as is required by all law, human and divine.
This lies very near my heart, and I require you to carry out my
orders. Let all prisoners be put to death, and suffer them no
longer to escape through the neglect, weakness, and bad faith of
the judges. If any are too timid to execute the edicts, I will
replace them by men who have more heart and zeal.
This rescript was written in French, no doubt as
being formal instructions to be shown to the authorities
in the Netherlands. At the same time he sent other
long despatches to the Duchess in Spanish, insisting on
the Inquisition as a sine qua non of government, and that
all judges and officers should assist the Inquisitors. The
Duchess remonstrates, declares that it is impossible to
execute his orders. The Inquisition is hateful to the
people. The governors of provinces declare that they
will not burn 50,000 or 60,000 persons ; they prefer to
resign. Orange, Egmont, de Berghes are amongst the
most resolute opponents; they insist on retiring. Every
day the irritation grows deeper. In letter after letter
the bewildered Eegent pours out her alarms, implores
her brother to moderate his orders. She begs leave to
resign her office. The indomitable bigot simply reiterates
his order to execute the edicts.
He writes, in May 1566, that the two things she
recommended him to yield—to moderate the edicts and
to suffer the States-General to be summoned, the two
points mainly insisted on by Orange—were the last
things he could grant. He was now making the final
arrangements for the Spanish expedition into the Nether-
lands; but to gain some more time he writes to the
Duchess, in July 1566, that he will approve of some
mitigation of the persecution, since " he abhors nothing so

